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Next generation challenge

The Apprentce Snalist Kate Walsh was
amang the udges at a business svent to
find the next generation of Alan Sugara
and Karren Bradys in the West Mid-
lards.

Ms Wakh was judging the Coca-Coly
Enterprises Young Chamber challenge,
which asked achocls from aoross the
Weat Midlanda reglon to oreate a new
drink for the Landon 2012 Games.

Ten achods from the West Midlands
had topresenta concept, business plan
andmarksting srategy, completewitha
radio jingle toadvertse the product.

Ma Wakh, who co-hosta Live from
Studio Frve on Chammel Fhve, said she
wasvery iImpresaed with the enterpris-
ing akdlla ofall the t=ams.

5She sald: *1wish I would have had
samething lke thiswhen I'was at achool
Tatudied business at GCSE and A-level
butwe didn't do anything as hands-on
as this ar as relevant to the workplace,

“The Apprentce asa programme has
brought business to the masses and
ldds engagewith celérity and what they
gae on the televiaion and todaywas ina
almilar vein whers you have a deadline,
vy nesd an kdea, youmust conaider all
the aspects of a businesa and then
preasnt it back.

“Thatmakes {taomuch moreinterest-
ing and fim for students and achoola
should incorparate a lot more of it into
achool™

The event took place at the headquar-
ters of the Coventry and Warwickshire
Chamber of Commerce, in Binley, and
the wimnning team came from Stokea
Claytan Hall School

Mz Walsh was joined on the udging
panelby Stuart Agate, reg onal di rectar
of Coea-Ciods Enterprises, David Hooper,
from Advantage West Midlanda, Derak
Kaozel, from Young Chamber, and Luks
Crawfard, from Touch Radio

KateSquires, Young Chamber co-ondi-
nator in Coveniry and Warwickshire,
sald: "This eventwas a great example of
what enterprising young minds can
achieve

“It 18 alao vary important that bright
yvoung individuals are engaged with
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handa-an business and ita clear from
thts event that practical challenges
reallybring out the beatin them.”

West Midlands SMEs are
most pessimistic’

New research shows amall businesa
mmners in the West Midlands are the
coumiry’s most pesaimistde about thar
reglana proapects during the recesaion.

Juat 15 per cent belleve the West Mid-
lands ts hetter placed than therest of the
UK to withatand the dmmiurmn, com-
pared to 56 per cent in the Sauth East,
44 per centin the South West, and 32
pear cent in the Morth East and East
Midlandsa.

A todalof 3] per cent of amall business
momem aurvared in the Weat Midlands
have had tomake cuts totheirworkiorce
in the last abr months, witha further I7
per centadmithing theywill be forced to
make further job cuts tobalance thar
books,

The survey, carried out by Clifton
Aszget Management, alao revealed that
just G0 par cent of the regloris amall
buainess cwmera areaware of the Enter-
prise Finance Cuarantes [EFG), the
Garanments flagship acheme to help
them through recesasion - again the low-
et fgure for amy UK reglon,

And all this negatiity has asverely

“While many commentatoras have
apent the laat quarter despearately orying
to talk up the economy our ressarch
with the people at the sharp end, UK
amall buainess cwmeara, paints a very
different plehure,” sald Anthomy Carty, a
directorat CAM.

Smallbusinesses are in the gre of the
storm right now and over half in the
Weat Midlanda belisve the recovery ia
pang tobe long and slow. This chimes
with Government forecasts that we
coud beinto 2011 before therecovaryia
properhy underway, meand ng retirement
in the carrent cimate remalns a plpe
dream for the majority of aur respond-
ents in the regan.”

Om the tssue of the G oremmenta EFG,
he zald: “ltia a somy atate ofaffim when
awareneza of the Enterprise Finance
Cuarantes in the West Midlands has
fallen fram 72 per centin the lastaurvey
to the current &0 per cent, andall ata

denied the reglon’s small usiness owm-
ars’ redrement plana, with a full 80 per
cent reporiing that they felt retirement
was further away now than it was ayear
ago, with a further 22 per cent zaying
they had putany thoug hts af retiring on
hold permanent .

time when the reglons economic aihua-
Hion has clearkrororsened.

Midlander apensbar
in Singapore

A Mid lands businesaman has apread his
passion fr his hometmm chub aomss
the globea fiar creating a home for them
almeat 7,000 miles away, in Aata.

Desplie years of Tavelling the glabe
with the Army, one thing that has re-
mained conatant for Coventry bom
Caolin Chamberlain ts his passion fir hla
hame oty foothall team.

The Sly Bluea finaticia nowbased in
Singapore where he has established the
lslnd city-atates At offctal Coveniry
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